The good Government of a Country its great Ohe. 


- * 
- I) ; ; 
A 0th cf f 
84 *4 7 


= R M 0 M 
Honourable HOUSE of COMMONS, 


In che Pariſh Church of St. Morgare!'s aun, on. Tue, the 29th.of 
| | May, 1753 * | 


Being the Anniverſary of the 


Reſtoration of King CHARLES II. and the Royal Family, 


EL 


r 


47 ®, 9 
By L. HOW AR D, P. D. 


Rector of St. George, Southwark, and Chaplain to her Royal Highneſs the 


Princes Dowager of Wales. 


LOND O N. 
Printed by ED WAR O Owen in Hand-Court, Holborn ; 


And Sold, by J. DopsLey, in Pall-Mall, and E. Wiruxs, at the Seven 
Stars, near the Temple-Gate, M.DCC:LII. 


Jovis 310 die Maij, 1753. 
8 


\HAT the Thanks af this Houſe 2 given to the 
Reverend Doctor Howard, for the SERMON by him 
preached before this Houſe upon Tueſday laft, at'St. Mar- 
garet's, Weſtminſter ; and that he be deſired to print the 


ſame, and that Sir Robert de Cornewall and Mr. 9 


do acquaint him therewith. 
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Is AlAH xxxii. 1—2. 


Behold a King ſhall Reign in Righteouſne/s and the Princes 
Rule in Judgment; and a Man fhall be a hiding Place 
from the Wind and a Covert from the Tempeſt, as Rivers 
of Water in a dry Place, as the Shadow of a great Rock 
in a weary Land. | 942 


HERE is nothing more worthy of the Regard and 

ſerious Obſervation of a People, than that Frame 
of Government under which they live; which if ſo 
modelled, regulated, and its Laws ſo duly executed, 
as to preſerve their native Rights and Priviledges, pro- 
vide for their Wants, ſecure their Perſons and Property, 
redreſs their Evils, and in all Reſpects promote their Wel- 
fare and Happineſs, becomes the great Object of their 


Duty and Affection, as the Contraſt is of their Diſlike and 
juſt Remonſtrances. But it has frequently and very un- 


fortunately happened, that without duly conſidering and 
weighing Things, a ſudden and popular Alarm has. been 
taken, and from that Obſtinacy which is the Ofspring of 
Ignorance, it has proved a Difficulty to remove an Oppo- 
ſition, or ſtop a Clamour, though moſt unjuſtly and un- 
reaſonably raiſed againſt Government : To this has, been: 
owing the many Factions, inſurrections and Rebellions, 


which darken the Annals of. this Country, and have given 


Us: 


| (2) 
us in many Places, the Character of a reſtleſs and un- 
ſatisfied People. This muſt naturally turn our Thoughts 
to thoſe Diſaſters and many Years Interruption of that 
excellent Form of Government and Conſtitution, which 
the Text, as if the Compoſition of modern Times, in ſuch 
ſtrong and beautiful Metaphors deſcribes, and a Reſtorati- 
on, of which after the Calamities of Rebellion and Uſur- 
pation, we are now aſſembled to commemorate with Praiſe 

and joyful Thankſgivings to the Divine Preſerver of Men. 
The Scripture before us contains a Prophecy to the 
State of Judah, ſuffering great Hardſhips from a wicked 
Adminſtration, and comforts them with the agreeable Pro- 
ſpect of better Times under the Government of good Heze- 
kiah,who the Prophet tells them ſhall reign in Righteouſneſs, 
and the Princes or Miniſters and Magiſlrates in the Service 
of the Crown rule in Judgement; that though he ſhould 
have the bodily Form and Features of a Man, be liable to 
human Infirmities, and Sickneſſes unto Death, yet from the 
Qualities of his Mind, from his princely Wiſdom, and 
many great and excellent Virtues, they ſhall find in him 
a Reſting Place from the ] ind, a Covert from the Tempeſt, 


a Support and Redreſs of all their Misfortunes, as Rrvers of 


Water in a dry Place, and as the Shadow of a great Rock 
in a weary Land. 

There are ſome Interpreters of Scripture who under- 
ſtand this Prophecy as relative to the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
or the Meſſiah, in the Execution of whoſe Regal, which 
| was one of the Offices he graciouſly took upon him, he 
might juſtly be ſtiled a King reigning in righteouſneſs. 
From that aimable Root of Jeſſe many princely Virtues 

| proceeded 
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proceeded, like Branches full of the fineſt Fruits; and 


many great and noble Sentunents were remarkable in the 
bleſſed Fe/zs that Son of David, denoting his royal De- 
ſcent and Lineage. There was, if I may fo ſpeak, a 
Sort of najeſticb Morality in all his Diſcourſes, a Morality 
improved, refined and raiſed above all other Morals and 
Rules of Life; full of Grace were his Lips, when any 
Neceſſity or Diſtreſs implored his Aſſiſtance, and the 
Sceptre of his Kingdom was a right Sceptre. In the Aſ- 
ſumption: of our Nature as Man, it might be truly faid 
of him, that he was a hiding Place from the Wind, and 
a Covert from the Tempeſt, and that all his Conduct 
anſwered to the metaphorical Expreſſions in my Text. 

- Speaking prophetically of the Meſhah in another Place, 
and as in his Perſon, our inſpired Author has theſe re- 
markable Expreſſions: The Lord hath anointed me to 
bind up the broken Hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Cap- 
tives, and the opening of the Priſon to them that are bound; 
to appoint untothem that mourn in Zion, to give them Beau- 
ty for Aſhes, the Oyl of Joy for mourning, the Garment of 
Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs ; and Strangers ſhall 
ſtand and feed your Flocks, and the Sons of the Alien ſhall 
be your Ploumen and your Vine Dreſſeers ; all which figu- 
rative Deſcriptions of the Meſſiah's Government correſpond 
with thoſe of a good Goverment in the Scripture before 
us, and prove that Noble, Heroick and Catholick 'Temper, 
which till remains the true Temper and Spirit of his Re- 
higion. | PA 
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But as our Saviour declared his Kingdom to be nat of” 
ahis World, to be a ſpiritual rather than zermporal Ad- 
miniftiacien : as he covered his Druaty with the Yeil of 
Fleþh, fo did he the royalty of his Birth. and Office, with 
that of outward Poverty and Meanneſs; and as the poor 


People of Judah. at the Time of this P ſtood in 
need of preſent Support and Comfort, of a Deliverance 
more immediate than this ai unt though glorious: Proſpett 
of Affairs the Words of my Text re, been taken alſo 
in a litteral Senſe, and been underſtood asalluſive to the 
righteous Reign of Hezekiah, antecedent © to and as an 
Earneſt of that divine Regard and: Confideration of them, 
which thould more amply appear and: ſhine out in much, 

brighter Rays of Cs under the Reign of. the by” 
_ Mefſlah. 


Permit me then, : at his: Time; to: * the Text as 


_— of that Happineſs which. Judah ſhould, and 
every Nation muſt, enjoy under ſuch a Form of Govern- 


ment and Conſtirution, as the Words in a: litteral Senſe 
import; which: after making ſome Obſervations. upon, 
tending to a grateful Acknowledgment of our Felicity in 


this Country, I ſhall. apply to the great and merciful E- 


vent of the Day, and with a few ſeaſonable Exhortations 


from the Whole, ſhall conclude. 


The firſt Part of their Happineſs was a Ring reign- 


ing in Rigbteoiſſneſo, that is, legally, without any arbitary 


Infringment of their religious Rights, or any Violation of 
their Laws and Liberties; and may be called that limited 
Monarcly, that glorious Frame of Government and Con- 
ſtitution, which we now providentially and happily enjoy in 
its: hull and: beneficial. Extent... Though. 


— ln Bs. As a. ie cone as. ot LY 1 


(5) 
» Though Kings are Men and in a mortal State, yet when 


cloathed with Ri ig breouſneſs, and the Princes or M agiſtrates 
under them with Judgement, their Robes and Diadems are 


indeed glittering and ornamental; they are then like David, 


Men after God's own Heart; and 2 that Benevolence r 


in generally called a Godlike Diſpoſition, have been dignified 


in Scripture with the Appellation of Gods; nor is . 
any Thing more tending and encouraging to a righteons 
Adminiſtration, than for the Rulers. of a People to con- 
fider themſelves in the Light of Gods Vicegerents on 
Earth, the Inſtruments of convey ing to his People the Be- 
nefit, as it were, of his gracious Attributes 

Kings are appointed to rule. as Images of the Sovereis gu- 
* of God, to make good Laws as if declaring the Wiſe 
dom and Nenefirence of of his Providence; their Battels 
have been called the Lord's Bartels, their Judgments the 
Lord' s Tudoments, their Throne the Lord's: Throne, and 

s: themſelves hi Kings. 

The Prince then that reigns in Righrnoufuaſe, conſiders: 
how God rules, how he rewards, how he correcte, with 
what Judgment he judges; and in his Government keeps 
exactly as he can to his great Original. Theſe Deſerip= 
tions of I Empire and Government, fetch'd from the dub | 
limity of the holy Writings, are ſufficient to ſmooth. and 
level the Way for Governors, and put them in Mind of 
reigning: Righteoufly; becauſe God: hs great Governor of. 
the World, whom. they repreſent, is righteous in all bis ay, 
and Holy in all his Works. 


I. ſhall now proceed to my Text's Deſcription of. the: 


Reoples Happineſs; who are under ſuch a Government. 


(6) 


The firſt, he is to them a hiding Place from the Wind, that 


s public Wars and Commotions, and a Cover? "230k? the 
Tepe, from thoſe Invaſions which threaten an Overthrow 
of Kingdoms. In a Word, he is their Shield in War, and 
the en of their Welfare, their Trade and Comerce 
in Times of publick Peace and Tranquility. When the 
ſlaughtering Sword is ſheathed, when the national Stream 
of its Widows and Orphans Tears is dry'd up, when Fields 
of Battle are at Liberty to give their Corn and Fruits to 
the Living, inſtead of ame thoſe melancholy Beds of 
Honour to fallen Heros; then the happy Situation of a 
Country under a good and careful Government is ſtill more 
viſible and apparent: -Thoſe tender Thoughts for a Peo- 
ples Welfare and Proſperity, which have been carried 
away in the Hurry and Noiſe of War, are now ſerene and 
recollected; and Councels are held, and Means conſulted for 
repairing what War has Wastl. As Swords are provi- 
dentially changed into P/ow-ſhears, and Spears into Prun- 
ing Hooks, the Thoughts of a good Government are turn- 
el. on the Intereſt and Improvement of a Country, in giv- 
ing. Encouragement to Arts and Sciences, and for every 
Subject to purſue with the greateſt Eaſe and Conyenience, 
his perticular Occupation and Employment. 

Under a King reigning in Righteouſne 5, and his Princes 
and Governors under him ruling i in Judgment, the Lives of 
People are made eaſy, and their Property ſecure from Vi- 
olence and Invaſion. They /t down under their own Lines, 
their own Fig Trees, and eat the Fruits of their Labour 
Wich Comfort and Satisfaction. The Streams of wholſome 
g Laws which flow from the clear Fountain of a righteous 
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55 will as they run, reflect the ſweet Flowers 


of Virtue which grow on the Borders that they adorn, 


and cleanſe and waſh away the F ilth of n Shore a 
Wt eos in their og” | 


Goo 8 Fete a great Writer, i is the Eye 
10 Society, which ranges to and fro, obſerving what is fit 
to be done, and fit to be amended. As the poor who is 
moſt likely to be an injured and oppreſſed: Man, often 
wants the Aſſiſtance of Magiſtracy, ſo from the Admoniti- 
ons of Conſcience and the Duty of his Office, a good Man 
in Power will faithfully, and wirbout reſpect to Perſons, 
give him the Relief of Juſtice. He conſiders ſome of the 
outward Pomps and Ceremonies of Magiſtrates and Courts, 
as tacit Mementos of their Duty. The Sword is car- 
ried hefore as if to intimate, that the chief Magiſtrate 


ſhould look to, and not caſt the Thoughts of, or Care to 


do Juſtice, Bebind him. 

Solon's Deſcription of a flourifhing 201 happy State, is 
where the People obey the Magiſtrate, and the Magiſtrate 
obeys the Law. "Tis to. be feared there will never want 
ſuch headſtrong Men and Libertines, as the Pſalmiſt men- 
tions and expoſes, who ſay under the neceſſary coercive 
Power of Government, Let us break their Bonds aſſunder, 
and .caff away their hr from us, for this Reaſon, it ſome- 


be adviſed and per ſuaded; and there is a Care and Impar- 
tiality 1 in a good Government, that, as in the Fable of the 


Hit Webb, the great Bees ſhould not break ere and þ 


* Sir Haug Buller, c 
C lit 


times is proper to com compel with Severity, where Men will not | 


(8) 
lietle feeble Nys be detained and hanged faſt in it. God is 
id to ſtand in the Congregation of Princes, in the higheſt 
and moſt ſolemn and awful Courts and Aſſemblies, to 

judge them one Day who now judge under him. This 
will properly affect the Mind of a Chriſtian and conſcien- 

tious Magiſtrate, and make him endeavour to gain the 

Character, Weight, and Eſteem of a good Man, as well as 
by ſhining Parts and Abilities, the Applauſe of a great 
One; to diſpenſe Power in ſuch a manner, as to be the 
injured Subjects reſting Place from the Wind, and Covert 

from the Tempeſt. N No 
For a vigilant Care and Circumſpection of Government, 

. with regard to the Evils which require remediable Laws, 

however diſagrecable to thoſe who diſlike the Reſtraint of 

them, we are remarkably happy. The holy Scripture in- 
forms us, that for ſwearing a Land mourneth, and to the 

Honour of the Brizeſh Legiſlature, Penalties and deſerved 

Puniſhments are enacted for thoſe: Wretches who under 

God's divine Protection, without which they muſt immedi- 

ately dye and turn again to their Duſt, moſt preſumptiouſ- 

ly, as well as ungratefully, take his facred Name in vain, 

and make horrid, unproſitable and vulgar Oaths and Im- 

precations, the greateſt Part of their Converſation. 

It is the paternal Care of a Britiſb Government, to pre- 


ſerve thoſe who are not careful, or do not e, tha 
preſerve themſelves; to provide againſt the raſh Proceedings 
of heedleſs and unguarded Youth, and fecure their Hap- 
pineſs in that future Time of Life, when a Reflection on 
the Indiſcretions of our younger Vears is ſo galling and 
tormenting; and this by Putting a proper Stop to the 


Ruin 


. ! 


A 

Ruin of their Fortunes and Families, by the Conqueſt of 
their ſtrong and arbitary Paſſions. It ſeeks to fave them 
from the Inconveniences and Sufferings of a parental Re- 
ſentment, as the great Father of us all, by his divine Wiſ- 
dom, would willingly preſerve us from the Wrath to come. 
A good Government has the Laws of God in Venerati- 
on, and will do all in its Power to promote that Honour 
which he has ſolemnly enjoined, and with a Promiſe an- 
nexed, to natural mW = Cauſes under him of our Be- 
ing and Exiſtence ; to promote a decent, as well as juſt 
Conſultation of ſuch true Friends in Matters of the greateſt 
Import and Concern ; and as far as it is able to pre- 
vent their Grey Hairs from coming with Sorrow to their 


2 for their Children's Ruin and Miſery; in a word, 


3 a natural Return of Duty and Gratitude to 
who preſerved us in the helpleſs and feeble State 


- Infancy, 9 we could .not I care of ourſelyes, 
and when Lameneſs, Deſormity, or Death might have 


been the Conſequence of their Neglect and Inattention. It 


ſeeks the Preſervation of Family Peace and Harmony, 
from the frequently fatal Conſequences of clandeſtine or in- 
conſiderate Proceedings; and like the gun, which beſtows 
his Rays in the little Alleys and Corners of the Earth, 
as well as in High Streets and Palaces, it endeavours to 
preſerve the lower Claſs of Subjects, the Poor from an ad- 
ditional Poverty and Miſery by Impoſitions likewiſe upon 
them, when they have perhaps given weary d Nature too ex- | 
ceſſive an Indulgence, and have parted with the Sence and 
_ which * have reſtrained and protected rf 
There 


ee 
There are many Things I might add to cauſe an inward 
gatisſaction at the happy Situation of a People under a 
Government ſtudious for its Welfare and Happineſs. 
- . There never was perhaps an Age which more requir'd 
Watchfulneſs and a ſtrict Rein of Government; for no An- 
nals of our Country acquaint us with ſuch Licentiouſneſs. 
We have been remarkable in former Times for a Gravity 
and Seriouſneſs diſtinguiſh'd from the Levities, Vanities 
and Fopperies of our Neighbours; but now the exacteſt 
Imitation of them is thought the greateſt Politeneſs, and to 
follow every luxurious Taſte unhappily imported, the Ge- 
nerality of Men break thro the Rules of Honeſty and Pru- 
dence, and often bring themſelves under the Confine- 
ment of Laws. As in the Sands of Africa, with Grief 
I ſpeak it, forme new Monſters of Iniquity are daily pro- 
duced ; for which, without —_— and Amendment, 
we may juſtly expect the Viſit of God in national Fudg- 
ments Cle but I "ny as often as ſuch Joo 
verſaries of his kind Providence revolve, a grateful Senſe of 
his Goodneſs will affect all Orders and Degrees of Men, 
and that our Thankſgivings for paſt Mercies will always 
inſpire us with ſuch Reſolutions to reform as may procure 
freſh Bleſſings. OBE ave i of; fig avi F - 
Nothing is wanting on the Part of Government to 
give us beneficial and ſalutary Laws; and no Duty, Reſpect 
or Negligence in the Execution of them ſhould be want- 
ing on ours. 3 019712 2 Oo. SIBLE eee 
This Portrait of Government, from the metaphorical 
Deſcriptions in my Text, however u»skillfully drawn by 
me, or faintly colour d, will not I hope be diſpleaſing, eſ- 


pecially 


4 


vans reign. 


(11 
pecially to Bxrroxs, who ſee in their own, the Gorernment 
ment foretold to the Jews by the Aſcent of Hezekiah to 


the Throne; a Government by which we claim Liber: 
as a Sort of natural Inheritance, and can fay with St. Paul, 


| We are Fxxs BoRN. It is our good Fortune, by the Con- 


ſtitution this Day reſtor'd to us, to be in the ſafe Medium 
between an ab/e/ute arBITRARY SWay, and an unſettled and 


fearful Commonwealth ; which laſt State of Government 


wants that Weight and Authority which is natural to theſe 
Kingdoms; and is a Sort of wild Adminiſtration, when 
the Body Politick is without a proper Head, and we are 
likely to ſuffer the Evils pronounc'd by Solomon, If Ser- 


o 


But here, Thanks be to God, we have a monarchical, 
which is the beſt Form of Government ; and yet are a free 
People: The Line is drawn ſo equally and equitably 
between Prince and People, that the one is engag d by Oath, 
Honour and Promiſe to maintain our civil and religious 
Rights and. Priviledges; whilſt the other are properly re- 
ftrain'd from Diſobedience and Rebellion. And this brings 
me to an Application of this Diſcourſe, asI propos'd, to the 
Buſineſs of the Day, Namely to exhort you to offer up un- 
feigned Praiſes and Thanksgivings to God for the happy 
Reſtoration of ſuch a Government, and to that Behavi-' 
our which in Gratitude is due from thoſe who have the 
Benefit of its Care and Protection. | 

And firſt let that Great God, who ordained and till ſup- 
ports the Pillars of Government, have our unfeigned Thanks 
and Acknowledgements; not unto us but unto him give the 
Praiſe. Our Help this Day was in the Name-of the Lord 

D R 


612 
who made Heaven and Harth: Let it tevive the too much 
neglected Practice of religious Duties, the aſſembling our- 
ſelves together in his holy Temple, and the Rememorance 
of his Sabbaths to keep them holy. 

LO Civil Wars and Commotions n 

the moſt dangerous and 
are like the internal Diſcaſes of Men, which put them i in 
a lingering, languiſhins State, and then have their Ter- 
mination in Death: For our from ſuch Evils, let 
our Souls magnifye the Lord, ard our Spirtts rejoles in God 
our Helper. 


Hath he been merciful to is in the great Work of this 
Day, 1 in reſtoring. our Conſtitution in Church and Stave © let 
it be an Engagement to the Miniſfers and Members of both 
| to behave properly and dutifully in their ſeveral Hunctions 
and Stations, perſuading Men by Arguments, and enforce- 

"ng them by FN to Lad quiet and peaceable Lives in 
gadlineſe and honeffy. Let the Miſeries and Calamities, 


the fatal Effects of Section and Rebellion, Rop e 
and diſagreeable Note of the b and 

Clamour and Faction. Let this Day's Providence prevail 
on us always to fear Gau, honour the King, ſubmit to Co- 
ver nors, as unto: thoſe. ſent by him; and let us never enter 


the rude Lifts of thoſe who are not afraid to p Evil of 


Dignities. A Zeal for Religion, and the Intereſt of our 
Country, is always laudable, and even pardonable when 


tis weakly directad; but let it not burſt its Orb, let it be 
tempered with Nabe regulated by a Goſpel Spirit, and 
not indanger or overſet che Veſfel, which when anodemate, and 


reſembling a freſh and ſafe Gale, it would waft and for- 
ward in its Voyage. It 


pernicious: Evils ; they 


noiſy Frumpet of 
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Ie adds greatly to the cuesght and wneaſine/s of G n 


ment, when Clamour takes the Place of Reaſon and Con- 


deration, when Perſons and Things are loaded with Cenſure 
and Tvveffives before the Principles they act upon, and the 
Things which are acted are known 105 underſtood ; when 
the Shot flies at Random which may do much Miſchief, 
and produce the Evils they might not intend, and wh * 
when Reaſon reſumes her Place in the Mind, and they 
begin to cool and looſe the Vehemence of Paſſion and a 
warm Imagination will give them very uneaſy Reflections. 

Freedom in Speech or Writing ought always to be al- 
lowed, when it is exerted with an hone/t Deſign of ſerving 
our — and employed in expoſing and cenſuring any 
real Miſmanagements; but on the other Hand it muſt be 
acknowledged to be a very dangerous abuſe of this valuable 
Liberty, to endeavour to incenſe a Nation, and raiſe a Fac- 
tion and popular Uneaſineſs by, Accufations unſupported 
by Facts, or Condemntion of Things which they| have 
not read or at leaſt duely weigh d and eonſider d the In- 
tent and Meaning of; ec proceeding from a Heat 
of Zeal without a fair and candid Examination of the 
Thing w2 cenfure, ' is not formed from any Judgment, 
and therefore is -2veak as well, as wicked ; the Converſa- 
lion of ſuch Men is not as it hecomerh the Gaſpel of Chriſt, 
who pray d for and-aim'd at the general Converſion and 
Salvation of Mankind. 

Hath God loved us who were Gentiles and Strangers ; 


let us love one another: Hath he, as on this Day, deliver d 


us It becometh well the juſt to: be 2harkful . Let us then 
perform that joyful and * religious Office, which is. 


the: 


EF the appointed Office of this Day. There is an innocent 
32 Chearfulneſs, a Joy of Heart attending the Duty of Thank- 
WW fulneſs; we are in Poſſeſſion of the Favour which we thus 
6. - gratefully acknowledge; and there is an Honour to ourſelves 
accompanying this delightful Duty, namely, that the Di- 
vine Majeſty of Heaven, has thought us Objects of his No- 
tice and Regard, and given us the high Credit as well as 

Benefit and Service of his Favourable Providences. 
Io conclude, Let us be thankful to God, and to thoſe 
who are his Inſtruments of our Preſervation; Let us never 
= -. be afraid to give Worth where-ever ' it appears our juſt 
3 Praiſes and Commendations, nor the want of it our mild 
and modeſt Reprehenſions. It was once finely obſerv d 
by a GREAT Mau, that he who is ready to praiſe them that 
DO WELL will have the greater Weight when he cenſures 

' them that Do III. PT | 
From what has been ſaid, Let a Government, which we 
acknowledge to be a good one, have its proper Returns. 
Let God the great Governour of the World have his Glory, 
and thoſe in Authority under him all due Subjection. 

Let the Preſervation of his Majeſty's Sacred Perſon and 
Government, and the Continuance of a Life ſo precious 
and valuable to us, be the conſtant Object of our Prayers 

and Supplications at the Throne of Grace. However we 
may difter in ſome political Sentiments as in our Features, 
yet let us be all of one Mind, in Loyalty and Aſſection to 
him and his illuſtrious Family, and let us /ive in Peace, 
that the Cod of Love and Peace may be with us. wo 
Mo to the Father, Son, ke. 

\, N. I . 

Juſt Pehl, 


Bis SERMON, A Collection of LETTERS and curious 
Pieces of Antiquity, Sc. 
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